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This	paper	 looks	at	self	and	group	 identity	practices	within	 the	Syrian	conflict	by	 investigating	 the	
notion	of	identity	formation	from	a	data-driven	perspective.	The	data	is	based	on	analysing	published	
institutional	 content	 and	 comments	 by	 ordinary	 citizens	 on	 296	 Syrian	 conflict	 related	 Facebook	
pages	between	February	2011	and	May	2018.	The	analysis	shows	four	main	clusters	of	social	groups	
ideologies	with	certain	overlaps	and	strong	 fragmentation	within	 the	Syrian	 revolution/opposition’s	
cluster.	All	clusters’	institutions	and	members	have	used	different	rhetorical	and	linguistic	devices	in	
representing	their	own	groups’	identities	and	the	other	groups’	ones.	While	the	roots	of	the	conflict	are	
structural	 in	their	nature,	mainly	of	ethnic-religious	 ideational	basis,	 institutional	political	messages	
had	 a	 clear	 role	 in	 triggering	 inflammatory	 discussions	 about	 these	 identity	 dimensions.	 Both	 the	
Syrian	government	and	Islamist	groups	had	relatively	clear	objectives	stemming	from	clear	ideologies	






disseminated	 for	wider	 public	 consent,	 representability,	 solidarity	 and	public	 cohesiveness.	Beside	
evidential	 inter-ideological	 identity	politics;	a	more	 intense	and	destructive	 intra-ideological	 identity	
politics	manifested	themselves	within	the	opposition	cluster	resulting	in	increased	fragmentation.	This	
had	deflected	millions	of	Syrians	from	their	rightful	demands	of	liberty	and	equality	and	channelled	
public	 discussions	 and	 interests	 towards	minor	 subjective	 presumptions	 and	multiple	 conflicting	
imagined	identities.	We	concentrated	our	work	on	five	identity	dimensions	that	were	played	through	
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4 Analysis

































































































• Partial Exclusion, face save inclusion, or inclusivity with conditions: All	of	us	are	Syrians	
except	x.,	where	x	refers	to	ideological	elements	that	do	not	correspond	with	the	speaker’s	
adopted	ones.
• Full exclusion: You	are	not	Syrian(s),	Those	are	not	Syrian(s).	Deciding	on	who	will	deserve	
to	be	called	Syrian	and	who	does	not.
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“The	 foreclosure	 status	 is	 when	 a	 commitment	 is	 made	 without	 exploring	 alternatives.	 Often	 these	
commitments	are	based	on	parental	ideas	and	beliefs	that	are	accepted	without	question”
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